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him; but wheveyer. trembling, leſt he ſhould. be made 
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gion; ariſing upon occaſions Where 5 art or or help, 


human wealth or power are known to forſake us, or to 


fail. , In great diſtreſs of mind, and in outward afflic- 


for foreſight, too heavy for redreſs, we know of but one 


city of refuge, which though placed far out of our uſual 
path of life, is always fled to when we are apprehenſive : 
of being PTY, by t the divine 33 


r. 1 
. » 1 * a K at 3 ks. 


This is moſt eſpecially de in the Genin caſe, 


gion aſunder, and caſt awey.alþ-facred. obligations from 


a ſacrifice to juſtice, deſires to be * with cords, yea 
even to the horns of the altar. 
effect of cowardice, but a return — hy underſtanding 


he had baniſhed ; the call of thoſe faculties he had 8. 


tions chat deprive us of the aids of reaſon; too ſudden 


ho in health and ſucceſs: has bröke the bands of re- 


is this change any | 


lenced ; an attention to that voice which could not be 


heard in the tumult of his paſſions. This even Lucretius 
canfefles when he calls thoſe; ſuggeſtiqns;of picty, whagh = 


adxerſity occaſions, true expreſſions drawn. from tha 
tom, of the. heart, In conformity ta fuck privat 
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Venetal dictates of the mind, we ſuppoſa Gavexnmens 
wo act when, upon any public calamity. or danger it ap- 
Paint a tima of more parkigular devotion h and-obliges. 
I under i authority. to ſeqneſter thamſalyes. from 
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mankind alwiys to endeavour to deferve that protection, 
which they ate ſometimes fo ſenſible. they ſtand in tieed 


of; not to wait for thoſe times of preſſure, which may ö 
twake iet ſerious behaviour ſeem rather extorted than 


This I fear is rather to be wiſhed than ex- 
: however, let it be our preſent. care to anſwer 
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; wickednelſs'or folly can equal an action 
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, from a ſhock of the ſame Element, ' through the 


mote violent convulſioms of which we are no ataringd. 
I remember there was then an evident ſenſe of danger, 


and a 1 face of ee our churches were fil- 


e ee How! ie « reds be tian of Wal- 


bees „ We not deplore-a city 
if Lord of hoſts with thunder,” Wl wic 
and great noiſe ; with ſtermm and ity 


Earthquake 


was her revenue, and ſhe ws tie furt of nations. It 
* has pleaſed providence" to make of this city 4 heap, 
« of this deſenced city a ruin. Olattielh is taken away, 
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9 deſolation, and the gate is ſmitten with defirudtion” 
We are alſo at preſent hovering between peace and war, 
and are called upon by this uncertain poſture of affairs 
to unite our addreſſes of humiliation, in imploring the 
divine favour to avert his judgments from us, that nei- 

ther the power of our enemies, nor any other natural 
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I our e upon the Aer abroad the text 


gives a caution, not raſhly to impute them to the greater 
guilt of the ſufferers; and, applicable to both caſes adds 


a poſitive aſſurance which regards our o conduct i 


* except ye repent ye Fuſe = n periſh". 
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je as us frſt * the W not raſhly. to! e 


the « deſolations of our en ee to _ rhe A of 
the ſufferers, _ 


The caſe put by G Tos i 55 Jewiſh 
economy, which was a. ſenſible theocracy; a. diſpen- 


ſation of temporal rewards and puniſhments, according 


to their works, and revealed to them as ſuch: if there 


was an arreſt of perſonal judgment aſs no inns 
under the goſpel can h it, Nen 


1 hall not 1 up your ue with 3 W 


we are to jud ge through our paſſions; nor how) unbe- 
coming ſuch a, province. is to our ignorance; but ſhall 


e it as divertin g our minds from a nearer, more 


yo 


* 
„ 
: "oy \ . 


175 


about dur on buſineſs than many real vices, much 


higher in the catalogue of offence; it is reſtleſs and 
diſſipates our thoughts, and provides ſuch a variety of 
never long för returning 5 


buſineſs abroad, that they 

home; this it does When only as innocent as imper- 

tinence can be; 0 

with other men's / matters; to fill the chaſms of under- 
ſtanding ae e is; it ene always'thus 
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"When che rifs of this ioclioationcis 4 
or miſtaken zeal, it is ever more apt to rejoice in iniquity 
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than in the truth; to hope all en believe all 
things to the diſgrace: and injury of its object; When 25 
through any unchriſtian ſpirit, we allow ourſelves to 


eredit unwarranted ſuſpicion, andi draw our conſe- 
| quences from the creatures of a cruel imagination, we 


we accuſe. Juſtice is inſeparable from our idea of God: 
could perſecution for the cauſe of religion ever be vin- 


dicated, it muſt be upon this principle, (and to this 


principle it pretends) * God hath forſaken him, periecuts 
him and take him, for there is none to deliver him. 
Thus our Saviour foretells the caſe of bis diſciples; 


«He that killeth you will think that he doth God ſer- 
ae — of the goſpel, Falke nas _ | 
there 


depot 9 q and preventing our Gade. | 
_ Curiofity i is a moſt wandering, impatient-diſpofition,” an 
enemy to diligence and improvement, and has leſs care 


y «ſimple defire of being dequainted 


abhor at the ſame moment, and upon the ſame motives 
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government of this intolerant kind, and their prodigious 
misfortune: happened on the day ef their Inquiſition, 
when the-Jary of perſecution is let looſe, and woe to 


thoſe which it ſeizes. This world and all its 'comforts 


are. no more; death with, the moſt aggravated cruelty 
is. inflicted, and to the next world: with its endleſs tor- 
tures are the mangled wretches conſigned. This might 
_ awaken. thoughts too apt to divert us from their na- 
tional wa and, . b dende lead us to in- 
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d pai his wen . e end of; eis . 
periors; 1 ſaw when, to the eternal honour of our 
moſt gracious Sovereign, and the grand council of thelt 
nations aſſembled in Parliament, à certain intelligence 
of the terrible cataſtrophy at Lion was no ſooner com- 
municated than bewailed. No ſooner was there, by the 
Roral LETTER, a ſperdy, generous, and effectual relief 
recommended, but granted with an uniſon he e 
and 1 e en e , e 


In ſuch high diſtreſsit i Is 3 to weep for 1 


6h pour out the tears of yielding humanity 5 better 
than with a barbarous and ignorant cenſure pai judg- 
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rather weep for” börſelves, and ſhed the avafing tears 
of repentance : let us remember and regard the poſitive 

_ 6 in the tert, and apply it te bur On conduct; 

i 1 e repent, e ſhalPalt likewiſe perl: its 
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We terror chan appear ances in the Heavens, 
gps: ariſing from à tradition that the diflolution of? 
the . III be by fabtefraiicous fire; or or from the 
more _ſteafly dependance we have Been uſed to fr up alt 
_ this element for the comforts and conveniences of being. 
Aa wis in former titmes the chief. ſcene” of (theſe ca 
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_ year! ef eur Lord tires hund forty eigdt, tb 
tlie 


5 Was iff great part overtutnetk by an Age 
etnbraced the ebriſtiin religi 


bitants were 76! terrified; that they who hat not 
to-bo baptized: ” To which, 'Hiftor En a 


on troudedt the churthes 
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in the principles o chriſtianity, dd ne onout to the 
religinn, HEY fled to for ent in diſtreſs, 1 

0 , 15: 35 $440 TT 10 
| It; js, 3 that. among the piſtons; of God n 
diſpleaſure for ſin, in Salomqm s prayer at the dedication D 
of the temple, anblick famine, peſtilence, blaſting,mildew, 
locuſt, i Caterpillar, war, . captivity, -7 Earthquakes! are 
not mentioned; and when the prophet, Eeekiel threat- 
tens the yu with four ſore diyine zudgments, they 
eee the famine, . the noiſome beaſt, aud che 7 
peſtilencen by none of which, the huildings of the city ; 
or- the; temple, could be. affected. Nor do we read of 
any, earthquake in Judea till about, thirty years before 4 
Chriſt;, and after that in Feraſolew at his crucifixion, i 
when.the.vail of the templc,was.rent.in-twain from che. 
cop. tor the bottom, ag f the God: of {fel began to bew 
A 15 a of, wrath.for ſp high an impjigty; which was 
in the ęnd to proj.the.coig of cen ple. City, 37 


— for ever. | 70 Jo. 


/The,tqe.uniform cauſes of — — e- 
baby agccret, though the; effectg are evident. Gpeſſes 
may, bg .iggenious, and harmleſs as, they age: not ſures, 

but cherg, do gene bn beo k n Fas for heſe! 
diſcoveries.,;.,Such. knowledge. is, ngt gply, too-wpndarfuliz ' - 
and ; excellent or, M but, concealed;-Lrom, ys Hor; our | 
good nif we could: tell how unfaithfpþground;we trod 


ce df ger ner e Megs 


£2 


| 65 * 5 9 
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Wies i is a po ofa man n's 5. 0Wn maps.) the cn ; 
of lawle appetite, a Juſt of territory and dominion. in 
violation of right and faith : a perverſion of power, and 
when not permitted as a judgment; / an; inſult upon 
providence: it is a greater miſery than what we juſt now 
mentioned. And when I only conſider our ſpan of 
being here, I pronounce it: more eligible, to have the 
earth open ber mquth and take us alive into the pit, than 


to endure the more baſe and lingering evils of rapine and | 
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| 3 may be privately anſwered by every mare 


reg poor, e OS: 122 orf 
£7 by 3}; 2 10 938361 t 05 I 35; 30 21 03 
S We aſſemble ee e 5 ws eee both 
theſe. judgments, ſuch I venture to call them now 
and appeal! to our own conſciemces for the charity of 
1 as I do to the text for the method of 
m: Fu ye FE" tha 10 55 likewiſe 
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.;1Should ii bens of what are we to Fs 


ante which chooſes noms Beer: d 96! 
bas Pais battinot aye dnolneryt gui or te. vffoionm 
The defga ef ee eee 1 vs 
Ae general topics of reflexion ; and uſefully treat ß 
the prevailing- errours to which imrhorality and-impiety 
are chiefly owing. Theſe * about human 
wo! C | nature ; 


hs reaſon, and capable of immortality : to follow y the 


. 5 
nature and human liberty: à counſel lich we early 
hear, and which we are at all times ready to attend to, 
is to follow nature. Follow nature and take care of the 
end is a precept of Tight reaſon and prudenee, but as it 


9 Mont and applied a very falſe maxim. r 23% 


Be it obſerved then that the nature uf nm the pro- 
3 nature of man, is a being endued 


laws of this nature is to be a creature of thought and 
diſeretion; to act with caution in all matters of mo- 


ment, and to be afraid of error; to diſdain all preſent 
proffers inconſiſtent with future peace and expectations: 


to reflect always that he is allied to a nature of inferior 
appetites, which are common to him and thoſe who 


have only animal life: theſe it is his hotiour: to have is 
ſew attachments to as poffible, becauſe it is ſinking from 
his proper dignity, and debaſing that nature which. he 


has only in common with the ingels, If then they 
who bid men follow nature, mean only that naturt 


which is animal, which conſiſts in meats and drinks, 


and carnal ordinances, they miſtake the thing, and bid 


a man act unnaturally, bid g Tational "creature not fob- 


low his reaſon; an immortal being not provide for im- 


mortality, till to him who alone was formed erect and 


_ upright, who alone was made in the image af God, this 
friend pronounces the ſerpents curſe, Upon thy bel. 


ly ſhalt thou ga, and duſt ſhalt thou cat all the days 


« of thy life. Thus vice ſubiſti by falſhood; To ſol- 
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1 the. nature [ haye truly deſcribed is our duty, and 


by that we ſhall, be led to honour and happineſs, we | 


mall imitate as far as we can the divine. nature, who will 


here guide us with his counſel, and eee receive 
ws wich gin. 


Thus too we are deſired to beware of religious and 


Civil ſlavery by thoſe Who have an equal affection for 


government and religion. I know no other religion 
but true chriſtianity ; ; and its maſter's character of that is 


juſt, My yoke is eaſy, and my burthen 7 5 and 
the apoſtle. ought to be believed when he ſays 


s ſer- 
vants ye are to whom ye obey, be our tyrant the luſt of 


the geln. the luit of the eye, or the pride of life. 


lain affair alſo they. may be ſervants of corruption 


4 ee talk to others ſo loudly of liberty. It is not only 
the hand, but the head and the heart that ſhould be 
untainted. Pride, vanity, envy, revenge, diſappoint- 
ment, whatever obliges us to act by unduę influence 
robs us of our integrity: nor can we indulge any vi- 
cCious affection, which may urn n 2 ld, e in- 
: TOTES (cl t! al. 
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Er Nee who then is free? he who js wiſely dil 
2 I and independent of public vice . dolly, * ho 
i C 2 ſeeks | 


55 12 ö 
ſeeks for happineſs i in the wiſdom and integrity of his 
own mind, where alone it is to be found; in ſubdued 
appetites, in duty to his God, and to his neighbour; and 
in a lively hope of thoſe perfect and eternal joys which 
were brought to Ught, purchaſed, and Es <4 the 


| Selben 


From ſuch taints and deluſions i in matters of this mo- 
ment, the underſtanding is darkened and alienated from 
the chriſtian life. Theſe moral errors give a man no 
time, and take away all deſire for religious information; 
which is repreſented as uſeleſs, or inconvenient, or trou- 
| bleſome. And this is the real fact to them: the prin- 
ciples of our bounden duty are ſtubborn, active and in- 
tereſting : if they are heard they will make Flix trem- 
ble, and are therefore diſmiſſed to that convenient t ſeaſon, 
which ſeldom or never comes. | 


From theſe e we muſt be retrieved, or 
ruined. We ought to have more pride and ingenuity 
than to be contented with the character of brutes, to be 
referred to their Huſks for the moſt delicate entertain- 
ment, and to their end for the nobleſt hope. Is it not 
extremely an infatuation in-us to believe againſt our own 
feelings and experience that there can be a vicious free- 
dom unleſs to be undone ? All preſent objects of deſer- 
ved miſery in every ſtation owe their loſs of property, 
eſteem and comfort to luna to _ to diſhonefty, 4 
that is, to guilt, 


| From 


| 
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„ eech We it” was Fe 7 ale oli of 
eaſe and plenty was changed for briars and thorns, la- 


bour and ſorrow by his tranſgreſſion. Moral evil was 


the original of natural; which will ever be its compa- 
nion. Not only ſacred but profane hiſtory is filled with 
theſe reports, and one moral may be drawn from the 
fabulous and the true. No empire, no kingdom, no 
commonwealth, no ſociety, no n no 1 . 


| was boy tone: wicked o_ _—_ 


8 by 
Ler us then pet of this abuſs of couſins ad t dme 
this being loſt to truth and to virtue. God Almighty has 


done all to reelaim us that is eonſiſtent with our freedom 


of will; has given all advantages we ought to wiſh for 


to the ſide of his commandments, and an abundant 


evidence to his revelations; it is of ſolid concern to us 
whether we are to be happy or wretched for ever. 
This, if any thing, muſt ſtrike us: for an eternity, 
though deſpiſed or . will not ceaſe to be 


| _ 21 | 


Shall we a the noble faculties of our foul; treat 


them as unworthy our regard, refuſe them audience 
and authority, till their reproaches be perpetual and 
| ſevere, an earneſt of eternal wrath? Will we perſiſt in 
defying a judgment to come till we appear before it? 


Will. we: ſtay for conviction of our eat to ſin, till 


"1. POE in 3 chains under r darkneſs? | 


Un- 
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Vnleſs we repent of ſuch W and practices, we 


ſhall all likewiſe periſh, and worſe than the #hews/e in 
the text: an earthquake or a war may kill the body, 
and that is all they can do; but ſuch a want of faith 
and goodneſs under ſo clear a light, wm _— beth 
body and ſoul in hell. | 


Then do wil dbu W * 3 
pleaſant ridicule; what a qualified, refined, temporizing 
religion avail a? The ready arts of buſineſs, and the 
balances of deceit will then be found wanting. It will 
coſt more to redeem their ſouls, ſo that they muſt let 
that alone for ever. By reaſon, by conſcience, by the 
word of God we ſhall be tried; by our attention and 

obedience to them juſtified; by our ere Roy 
violation of them n ö, 205 8 21 


But let me return to our — caſe, nas Hop 
ſoon the other may be preſent God only knows. If our 
natural or political foundations are, in the counſels of 
the moſt high, next to be caſt down, what have the 
moſt righteous amon "g us done to ſave. ourſelves, diy 6654 
our 7 289 725 


Sodom mould fin Jean a throes inter- 
_ «cefſian.of one faithful, if ten righteous men could have 
been found in it. 80 gracious was God's goodneis 
fo total their depravity 1 e oor ſuch 
e proſtitution 1. | | 
Let 


550 br 113 kia, WE 19610 5 113 ETYe „ . „ e 12 
Let min 55 3 of: [aides which x wo un 
"as meet to acknowledge, and our own demerits which 


we ſolemuly and with contrite hearts conſeſs, raiſe in us 


the divine majeſty. Let us beware of ſuch inſinuations 
to the prejudice of plety and virtue, as will tend to 
weaken our good opinion of them: and fo inform our- 
ſelves of ehe !prineiples of the doctrine of Chiriſt, chat 
eee le ready to give an anſwer to thoſe who aſli us 


| # reaſon of the hope that is i us. By-this knowledge, 


and a converſation, we ſhalt he able to ſtand in 
the evil day, and prove the truth of our Lord's cm- 
pariſon: : < He that heareth: theſe ſayings of mine and 
« doth them, is like a wiſe man who built his houſe upon 


| La rock, and the rains deſcended, the floods came, and 


s the winds blew and beat upon that 2 814 and it fell Abe ng 
"FO it was en N rock. 8 7 "0 


1 ſhall conclude ith a moſt ert threat of enen I 
| potence. & 5 955 \ | | 2 a - 2446 ARR 


* 
"ME 


tt Becauſe I bare . and ye "refill I have 


vows of holy obedience in thought, word, and deed to- 


« fretched out my hand and no man regarded: but ye 


have ſet at nought all my council and would none of 
my reprogf; 1 alſo. will laugh at your calamity, I will 


Fo e mock when your fear cometh z when your fear 


1 e 12 5 e 7 8. 
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(56) 
« whirlwind, when diſtreſs and anguiſh coma, pod Y 
© you? - then: ſhall hey call upon me but I will hot $4 
© anſwer; they ſhall ſeek me early but they ſhall not 2 
6 find me. For that they hated none. 4 and did 
1 not cbige the fea of the "MG: lac to avon 
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de Keilbeane e in jndgmunt, and Lwill 

* <« he a ſwift witneſs againſt the ſorcerers, and. againſt.the — 

! © adultefers, and againſt falſe .lyearers;- and againſt 
3 CCC . 
b and the fatherleſs, and that turn aſide the firanger 
| * 4! Gem bioaights aalen ate tee Lord of 
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